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paddle, which was dyed with its color—so deeply
that The water could not wash it away during the
15 days while 1 used it for paddling.

Here we Began to see Canes, or large reeds, which
grow on the bank of the river; their color is a very
pleasing green; all the nodes are marked by a Crown
of Long, narrow, and pointed leaves. They are very
high, and grow so thickly that The wild cattle have
some difficulty in forcing their way through them.

Hitherto, we had not suffered any inconvenience
from mosquitoes; but we were entering into their
home, as it were. This is what the savages of this
quarter do to protect themselves against them. They
erect a scaffolding, the floor of which consists only
of poles, so that it is open to the air in order that
the smoke of the fire made underneath may pass
through, and drive away those little creatures, which
cannot endure it; the savages lie down upon the
poles, over which bark is spread to keep off rain.
These scaffoldings also serve them as protection
against The excessive and Unbearable heat of this
country; for they lie in the shade, on the floor
below, and thus protect themselves against the sun’s
rays, enjoying the cool breeze that circulates freely
through the scaffolding.

With the same object, we were compelled to erect
a sort of cabin on The water, with our sails as a pro-
tection against the mosquitoes and the rays of the
sun. While drifting down with The current, in this
condition, we perceived on land some savages armed
with guns, who awaited us. I at once offered them
my plumed calumet, while our frenchmen prepared
for defense, but delayed firing, that The savages
might be the first to discharge their guns. I spoke



